
Les Mémoires du Pays de Glux 
Heritage and landscape as rediscovered Commons 

of a village community 

 

Yvan Nemo 
a school teacher in Paris 

a "newly arrived" inhabitant  
in Glux-en-Glenne (30 years ago) 



The initial project (mid-90') 

• To record the recent history of the village and 
the points of view of the villagers on this 
history 

• A method based on "empathy" (listening and 
recording) 

• Family albums of photographs soon appeared 
to be very useful as activators of memory 

 



The recollection and sharing  
of documents  

https://memoiresdeglux.wordpress.com 

• A blog on which documents and comments on these documents 
progressively build the shared memory of the community 



The question  
of photographs 

Throwing logs in the Yonne river  
to provide firewood to Paris, 1897 

• A photograph is the result of 
a circumstance 

• It is indicative of the 
changes of the point of view 
of the community on its 
environment and its activity 



The use of  
the documents 

Louis Duvernoy at Les Cléments  
ca. 1900 

• Once shared within the community, 
a photograph (or any other 
document) gets a new status 

• It is a powerful vector of 
information and exchange within 
the community (during yearly 
exhibitions and on the website) 

• It has the power to reactivate the 
memories 





Reactivating the 
memory 

Wood floating stopped in 1923. 
It had been a key activity of the 

community for more than 4 centuries,  
leaving numerous archaeological 

remains, now covered by vegetation. 
It is not considered yet as a proper 

cultural heritage of the community.  

• In this poor rural community,  
the people,  
the places and  their 
significance  
are soon forgotten 



From photographic documents to 
ethnographic documents 

• The enquiry is now starting to include objects, 
which are submitted to the same process of 
inquiry as the photographs 

•  The comments and testimonies they arouse 
turn them to pieces of cultural heritage 



From ethnography to geography 
the summer 2017 turn 

• During the summer 2017, the inquiry spread 
to the landscape 

•  This is a new step in the project, turning the 
whole territory of the village to a piece of 
cultural heritage 

• As the space and its evolution is a concern for 
all the inhabitants, especially those newly 
installed on the territory, it is very effective in 
activating social links 



Exploring the remains of a former watermill, July 2017 



The "Pompei" effect 

A spectacular waterfall on the Yonne river 
rediscovered during the summer 2017 

• The population dropped by 80% 
during the 20th c. 

• In the same time, all the traces 
of the earlier activity was 
subject to "green fossilization" 

 



the Rosetta stone 

The "Napoleonic" c adastral plan (1838):  
a recording of the territory at the time of its highest population and agricultural activity  



Landscape and ancient trackways  
as a memory of the territory 

• The dense network of trackways has been replaced by a much 
looser network of roads 

• New ways of moving across the territory have created new 
perceptions of the landscape 

• Reactivating the ancient trackways should change our vision 
of the landscape 



Landscape is the shaping of a space by its inhabitants 
(takescape), in a relation to the long time as to the immediacy. 

 It is not so much what we look at as what we do.  

(Ingold 2011) 



Maps: a common tool to visualize, 
understand and dis/re-cover the territory  

Studying the maps prepared by the landscape architect,11th July 2017 



Maps… 
a support for action 

Cartography of the territory of Glux-en-
Glenne showing the degree of coverage of 
the valleys by the vegetation 
(Cl. Chazelle, 2017) 



"We may think that we enter into a virtuous circle where the 
value and valorisation of the territory pass through the 

consciousness of these by its inhabitants and by the perception 
of their role in this process." (Y. Nemo) 

An exhibition on the landscape of the territory of the village,  
during the village festival, August 2017 



"It is in this context that we can ask ourselves to what extent 
this integrated development approach aimed at the 
sustainability of the quality of landscapes through a territorial 
label does not necessarily pass through the enrichment of the 
feeling of autochthony* of the inhabitants, visitors and actors, 
rather than through the process of "enriching the heritage" 
(today the most widespread on the planet), which acts on the 
way one enriches an ore to increase its value by briefly 
designating value and by depriving it of any dimension of 
common good."  
(Caroline Darroux, https://reflaction.hypotheses.org/386) 
 
*Autochthony is both a set of resources that belongs to networks of localized 
relations (N. RENAHY, 2010) and the common expression of imaginary social meanings 
that structure our representations of the world, designate the aims of our actions and 
create our attachments (C. CASTORIADIS, 1996) 
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